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UNDERSTANDING CHIMAMANDA'S OVERRATED PROWESS AND 

HOW IT AFFECTS YOUR GROWTH AS A WRITER 

 

 

For some few seconds down these paragraphs, let me borrow you, as a writer, to paint the 

illustration below. 

 

You have a table secured at the corner of your room, beautifully decorated with half read, half 

torn as well as newly bought books. Or perhaps you're the virtual type: Notepad, MS word, WPS 

and the likes are the tools with which you craft your magic.  

 

You have read the whole day, and just few minutes ago, you finished that story you have always 

wanted to write. The story that has cost you sleepless nights of research on and outside the web, 

questions and queries from your teachers and mentors, and ache; the type that’s so similar to 

migraine you felt your ugly neighbour was right for saying writing would be your ticket to just 

one thing: an unexpected end. 

 

This is not the first story you would complete. But here, you feel special. Perhaps you've written 

something similar in literary dexterity and well articulated Africanism like Things fall apart; 

something deliberate with so much carefulness like Purple Hibiscus. You just feel like you are 

one step closer to your breakthrough. You could feel the walls of hall of fame closing in on you. 

This is it. This has to be it.  

 

But there’s one problem: you are confused, you already sent the work out to your editor, from 

there it goes straight to your publisher, and from them straight to the world. But this has been the 

way you have always done it with little to no success. Of course friends and families are going to 

buy it. Your loyalists would read, review and share. But that’s half the battle, and you know it. 

 

Now if you don’t mind, here are few questions I would love you to go through with enough ease 

and give appropriate answers to: 

 

• As a writer, what do you do after the completion of that great story/poem? 

• The literary world is competitive and political. What strategy are you using? 

• How well can you use controversy as catalyst to your growth? 

• Aside the usual "Opportunity for Writers" magazines use as tagline for contests, what 

other opportunity do you think exist around here? 

• Do you think you need more than winning prizes to stay atop your game and be relevant? 
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If you can't answer them now, it's no problem. I wasn't expecting you to anyways. My aim is to 

embed the answers within the lines of this article, and my expectations are that you read 

carefully, find them where they are buried like treasures, come back to these questions and 

succeed at answering them. That's mission accomplished. 

It’s needless proving to you how the late Father of African literature, Chinua Achebe, left The 

National Broadcasting Cooperation in Lagos following the wrong turns of event after the 

declaration of the Biafra state by General Emeka Ojukwu in 1967. It was in this struggle many 

Igbo writers were denied peace and freedom to explore with the likes of Christopher Okigbo 

losing their lives, even almost the same period as Achebe’s mother.   

You would agree with me that the Biafra war was majorly between the eastern and northern part 

of Nigeria. Of course if not for the murder of Nigerian northern leaders, followed by the pogroms 

in which 30,000 Igbos living in the north were massacred, there wouldn’t have been moves to 

secede the eastern part from the rest of the Nigerian state. 

With Yoruba being on a safer and more peaceful side, Wole Soyinka rose to stardom with his 

ever fearless and endearing nature. He broke into the literary scene like a wrecking ball and this 

same path he followed until he successfully won the 1986 Nobel Prize in Literature.  There 

weren’t much of writers then as there is today. The competition was not this fierce simply 

because only few had the opportunity to study in the then best Nigerian institutions as well as 

foreign universities. The literary ecosystem was evidently not as saturated as what there is now. 

What few of them could enjoy then is what is available to almost everyone today. And this is 

why I will always say, even when I stand corrected, that if the literary prowess of the likes of 

Soyinka had come into existence decades later, then they wouldn’t have been this sold out.  

In 1965, Soyinka seized the Western Nigeria Broadcasting Service studio and broadcast a 

demand for the cancellation of the western Nigeria regional elections. This was followed by his 

arrest and solitary confinement during the Nigeria Civil war in 1967. This coupled with his 

frequent strong criticism of successive Nigerian governments, especially the country’s many 

military dictators, as well as other political tyrannies made him a god he is today.  One could 

then conclude that the reverence he enjoys today isn’t as a result of the literary feats he has 

gloriously attained over the years alone, but also as a consequence of his participation is the 

political sphere of the Nigerian system, even when it was most dangerous.  

But was he as opportunist? Of course he could be. Every man at a point in their lives has the 

chance to become whatever they want, wish and dream to be. But when the opportunity is 

successfully utilized, should we then call them opportunists? Because as much as you might 

want to argue, even with the dictionary’s indifference, the atoms of negativity therein cannot be 

annulled. 

This same step Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie took to limelight in the 2000s. But I would rather 

call her a strategist, a fearless lady who knows too much than to sit on her literary and 
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educational background alone and hope to break grounds. I wouldn’t be making mistakes if I 

said she had everything figured out before she even started writing her first novel. Or perhaps 

somewhere along the line, she looked back, took account of her journey and redrew her map. She 

just wouldn’t want to do the same things that had been done. She had to be different, and here, 

she is! 

I have always heard/read people ridicule CNA of being an overrated export of Nigerian 

Literature. Personally, as a literary blogger, I have read about some of the feats she's attained 

which I think is way bigger than what she deserves. It's true she's rated way beyond where she's 

ought to if we are to judge by the content of her literary products and her experience in this little 

but wide world of literature. But I did my research and I found out it's all intentional. She's using 

us the best way she knows and it's working for her. 

Before I proceed, let me ask you a question. Why do you think musicians have hypemen? Why 

do you think they rent exotic cars, houses and expensive girls to shoot music videos? The big 

point here is, gone are the days when all you need to do is sit somewhere and weave your art, rest 

assured that the world will come crawling at your feet because of your good, almost 

extraordinary contents. Right now, the world is competitive and political. Write better than 

Shakespeare, sing better than Michael Jackson, no one, except your friends and family, will 

recognize or buy you until you step outside your zone, join the game and show the world 

whatever it is you're made of. And if you're going to win, you will definitely need to play it 

almost dirty, just like in politics. 

To buttress the above point, let me use my personal experience in blogging. In 2014 when I 

decided to start my own blog, the first and only guide my senior colleagues gave me was "write 

good contents", that which I did. For the first few months, WordPress stats was nightmare to me. 

Not up to 300 total pageviews in a whole week. But later, things started getting better, with about 

1000 estimated pageviews weekly. It was later I learnt the traffic WordPress was keeping record 

of and showing me was dominated by bots. Not human. I was heartbroken. I then searched for a 

more genuine application for my site stat. I found google analytics and I tried it. The result was, 

not even up to 20 persons visit my site daily. 

But I didn't stop. Perhaps because I'm very poor at quitting or backing out as a loser. I hate 

accepting defeat when I know I can fight back with higher possibility of victory. I researched 

about what to do as a blogger, and how to succeed. Out of many points I was able to gather, one 

stood out and that's: "Of the 100% time you spend online, use 30% to write and 70% to promote 

your contents". It was then I realized the virtual space isn't so different from the one around here. 

The internet, blogger or/and WordPress has no standby readers for your blog. You find them 

yourself. And then, I started sharing links, using Facebook Ad campaign, asking friends to do the 

same for me, amongst others.  



5 | P a g e  

 

You have the magic, the powerful content. You can tell stories the way no one else ever could. 

Your poems strike hard, breaking the ribs and hitting the heart like a volcanic eruption. Your 

dictions are close to perfection. Your punctuations, superb. Your twist, strange and enticing. 

Your suspense, threatening. You seem to have it all figured out. But there is something you need 

to do. And if you don't have enough financial buoyancy to hire PRs, manager, hypemen and all 

sorts just as musicians do, then you need to do these things yourself. But most importantly, with 

a well labeled plan and strategy.  

How did Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie used us? How did she get to where she is if not because of 

her good writing skills? What's the strategy she used? These questions and more like them are 

what are roaming in your mind right now. Of course I haven't met CNA nor have any talk with 

her but if it's possible you know a writer through their works, then I bet it I know her as much 

you claim to do, even almost better. And this below are the few things I know, as at this moment, 

that she used in buying the world's attention and money. These are top classified research 

answers I arrived at. You're to do one thing with them, if at all you agree: read and understand, 

sit down and formulate yours then apply them. If it works for you, fine. If not, it's either you 

chose the wrong methods or you haven't use them well. Keep trying until you hit your 

breakthrough. 

 

1. The virtual world (social media) 

Where do you think people talk about CNA the most? Tell me. Who else, of all Nigerian writers, 

has trended on the virtual space as much she has? Few years ago, it was only politics, music, and 

entertainment in general on Social Medias, especially among Nigerians. Who broke the jinx and 

still keep breaking it? CNA knew literature in Nigeria was almost written off as an old form of 

art when she arrived.  

The world has moved on: the government, politicians now use Twitter to release official 

statements. Celebrities connect with fans more on Twitter. Musicians keep their listeners aware 

of their existence on Instagram and YouTube. Almost everyone has a Facebook account, active 

or not. Foremost Nigerian newspapers now reach larger audience with a wider space to keep 

people informed via Web publishing platforms/blogs. Lecturers now use emails to send and 

receive assignments in most advanced institutions. WhatsApp has hijacked physical meetings 

and discussions.  

CNA considered all these facts and realized that the best way to make a difference and to be 

globally acclaimed, recognized and respected is by using the virtual space. As long as she 

becomes what you see as you scroll down your newsfeed, as long as she's in the headline 

notifications Operamini and Chrome bring to your phone, then you will surely be informed of 

her developments. 
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2. Controversy 

And you will probably ask me, what are people saying about her on social media? What is it that 

stirs up comments or makes her trend? CNA is controversial and she's smart enough to use it to 

her advantage. 

Personally I have things against people who are too weak to face criticisms. Probably because 

they want to please everyone. No one should have anything against them. They are celebrities 

and they want to remain loved. The truth is, that's not how it works. The fact that you're alive is 

enough reason for some to hate you. Your prowess is enough turn off for others. So why not face 

the world eyeball to eyeball, tell them what you believe in and make them understand no one has 

the right to bury your ideas inside you? But just like being a Nigerian, it's risky. If you don't 

know how to make people hate you even while they spend their hard earned data and money to 

read you, then you will definitely lose it all. There's is always more to learn. 

She's not pitiful in her attempt to be controversial and remain relevant. She's audacious, because 

she knows what she wants and how to get them. She knows how to select her topics as sensitive 

as they are and make you disapprove, only to come back to her side later (That's the art I'm still 

learning). It's like beating a little child. No matter how hard she cries and hates you at the 

moment, she will definitely come back, because she needs you. And even if you do go to her 

before she does, she will accept you because she has no choice. And we have no choice too. 

She's Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. The lady with so much magic and wonders that she trends, 

causing rifts with a determining force so strong that you will always be the one to succumb. And 

even if you don't, the more you slam her, the more her preferences on the virtual space. And the 

more you are curious about her next move or mistakes, the more she uses and earn from you. 

 

3. Modesty 

Literary industry isn't the same as that of entertainment. You can't go nude online, upload a 

picture of you smoking, release sex tapes and still expect people to read you. The point is, being 

a writer is more of reverence than fame and money (I created a poll about which writers prefer 

on my Facebook wall some days back and many people failed). As much as Drake seems 

talented, he'd get beaten up if he tries nonsense alone in a wild world. But as a celebrity writer, 

people see you as a god. Many worship Woke Soyinka in the corner of their rooms. Same as 

other literary legends we have. And literature is sanity. No matter how insane, crazy and wild 

you go in doing the job, you will always come back to 'making sense'.  

CNA is modest in the most fashionable way one can ever think of. She slays with a beautiful 

home and marriage. And little to none of her personal life is there for you to nose over online.  
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The three points illustrated and explained above, according to my research and result at this 

present time, are the three strategies she used and still using to stay afloat. The fact that it's 

working for her doesn't mean it will for you. This is just to make you understand that magic is 

science not yet explained. No one is genuinely extraordinary. We are no more in the days of old 

religion. You just haven't spent enough time studying their game and how they play it. 

However, none of these points above can work for you if you don't have what the world wants. 

You can't be poor in what you do and expect this to work. It won't. Work on yourself first 

(actually talking to the budding writers here). Get yourself a mentor that has what you want. 

Learn even if it's going to be the hard way. Be whatever you can be while being best at it, then sit 

down, map out your strategies and go for it. 

Anytime is your time. It only depends on how prepared you are. Most importantly, don't be 

ignorant of your own magic. 

 

 

Biography: 

Micheal Ace is a guy next door. A kind of 'broke' writer, poet, blogger and computer scientist. 

The issue is not that he doesn't know what he does well; he's just, as someone would say, too 

diverse for easy breakthroughs. He's authored two digital collections of his poems and one for 

short stories in the past (even though he's not planning on doing something of sort anytime soon). 

His works have appeared on several magazines and journals. He has people who love him (like a 

thousand) but millions who detest him like atheists hate Christ. 
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BONUS 

I didn't grow the easy way. & the truth is, I'm not grown. Just like every other writer, poet, artist 

and creative mind out there, just like you, I am a work in progress. But in my four years (since 

2014) of writing (about 800 poems, 150 articles and 30 short stories), editing (being an editor at 

ACEworld Online Magazine then Read Me First with over 5000 submitted 

poems/stories/articles and over 2000 published), publishing(at ACEworld Publishers with about 

30 happy authors to our credit) and blogging(from being a guest blogger/writer at music and 

news blogs like Ynaija, Naijaloaded, Lovablevibes, teekingtv etc to literary blogs like Literary 

planet and ACEworld with almost 75℅ knowledge of WordPress and Blogger), I have compiled 

the 50 important but hidden facts I have been able to develop understanding of in my course of 

working and learning. 

Here is an highlight of the topics well analyzed in the book (at least 5 detailed points given on 

each): 

 

• What to consider when choosing between WordPress and blogger. 

• How writers benefit from publishing on magazines (the bigger truths). 

• Why you often get rejection mails and how to tackle it. 

• Few questions you need to ask yourself about your manuscript before looking for a 

publisher. 

• What determines if your book will sell or not. 

• How to reduce or stop yourself from being a victim of plagiarism. 

• How to read Facebook comments and what they actually mean. 

• Best ways to monetize your art (the basics). 

• How to benefit or make use of your Facebook/WhatsApp friends against their will. 

 

Because you are reading this, you have the opportunity to buy my book titled "100 secrets I 

learnt in my 4 years of writing, editing, publishing and blogging" for #500 only. After the 

official launch which is December 5, 2018, the price will shoot up and it will be sold for a 

whopping #500. Yes, whether you buy it now or later, it's the same price.  
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To get your copy, transfer or pay the sum of #500 into this account. 

Account Name: Oyedokun Adedotun Micheal 

Account No: 3084739581 

Bank: First bank. 

 

Send a proof of payment (debit alert, receipt or teller) to either of these addresses: 

WhatsApp: +2348166110313 

Facebook: Micheal Ace 

Email: poetmichealace@mail.com 

Twitter: @AncestorAce 

Instagram: @poetmichealace 

 

Then you will receive your copy wherever you want it. I'm available 24/7. 

 

Meanwhile, if you appreciate the time spent in writing the article above, or you feel you want to 

support me, you can send anything you wish to that account number. If you don't want to be 

anonymous, please let me know so I can do the needful. But above all, I'd always appreciate your 

kind gesture. 


